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ABSTRACT 

This report provides tables and charts on the results 
of Iowa’s school bond issues from 1960-1970 inclusive. Although the 
report does not analyze the results of the school bond issues, 
does observe that the time of year, the month, and the week in which 
school bond elections are held seem to have a substantial effect upon 
election results. (JF) 



Gentlemen: 



Unclosed you will find a preliminary report analyzing Iowa School Bond issues 

OVER THE LAST DOZEN YEARS. COOPERATION FROM PARTICIPATING SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
has been EXCELLENT, ALTHOUGH A FEW FAILED TO SUPPLY DETAILED INFORMATION FOR 
REASONS RANGING FROM TOTAL LACK OF INTEREST TO SUSPICION OF THE WRITER'S MOTIVES. 

There have been 8i4 bond issues REPORTEb to us from the years I 96 O-I 97 O, inclu- 
sive, ON which results were AVAILABLE. As MANY AS OTHERS MAY HAVE BEEN HELD, 
BUT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN ONLY INCOMPLETE INFORMATION ON THEM. THEREFORE, 
OUR SAMPLE FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES IS WELL OVER 

We are INTENTIONALLY NOT ANALYZING THESE RESULTS FOR YOU IN THIS REPORT, BUT 
ARE- QUITE CONFIDENT THAT YOU CAN DETERMINE FOR YOURSELVES SUCH THINGS AS WHEN 
TO HOLD AN ELECTION. It IS RATHER OBVIOUS THAT TIME OF YEAR, MONTH, AND WEEK 
DO MAKE A Dl FFERENCE . 

A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE CONCERNING ELECTION 
TACTICS — PARTICULARLY CONCE N T RAT I N G 0 N THOSE TACTICS WHICH I N F L U EN CE ELECT I 0 N 
RESULTS ONE WAY OR THE OTHER SUCH AS BROCHURE CONTENT, TELEPHONE CAMPAIGNS, 

PUBLIC meetings, ETC. ThIS INFORMATION WILL ALSO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO YOU IF 
YOU WISH, BUT A GENERAL PRINTING AND MAILING IS QUITE COSTLY. PLEASE WRITE OR 
CALL AS FOLLOWS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

William Huki ll 
610 Tenth Street Southeast 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 5^402 

Telephone Area 3^9 " 3^3"2649 

If you are planning a referendum in the reasonably near future we would be 

HAPPY TO STOP IN AND VISIT WITH YOU ON OUR NEXT TRIP TO YOUR AREA. ThANKS 
AGAIN FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 

Very truly yours. 



William V. Huki ll 
WVH:js 

p. s. It is interesting to note that election results have TURNED around com- 
pletely IN 1971. As PLATE A INDICATES, ONLY 28 ^ OF BOND ISSUES WERE 
SUCCESSFUL IN 197®* ^ ^ 97^ ^ (THROUGH AUGUST 30 HOWEVER, 1 3 ^5 

ISSUES HAVE SUCCEEDED. Of THE REMAINING 12, ALL BUT 5 OBTAINED A SIMPLE 
MAJORITY, FOR 80^ COMPARED TO 55^ LAST YEAR. 
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EXPLANATION OP EXHIBITS 



Plate A - Indicates success ratio of bond issues 1960-1970* Dotted line shows that 

OVER THAT TIME SPAN MORE THAN 80^ OF ISSUES OBTAINED AT LEAST A SIMPLE MAJORITY 
IN EACH YEAR EXCEPT 1 963 AND 1 970- SOLID LINE INDICATES THAT OVER 50^ OF ALL 
ISSUES PASSED IN EACH YEAR EXCEPT I 963 AND 1970* ^ 31 ^} ISSUES SO 

FAR HAVE RECEIVED A SIMPLE MAJORITY, AND ^ 2 % HAVE PASSED (THROUGH SEPTEMBER l). 

If you plot I 97 I to date on this plate you V/ILL see that the trend toward DEFEAT 

EXPERIENCED IN I 97 O HAS REVERSED ITSELF. 



Plate B - Indicates number of issues voted each year 1960 - 1970 ^ together with 

NUMBER OF ISSUES GAINING APPROVAL AND NUMBER GAINING A SIMPLE MAJORITY. PRO- 
JECTING 1971 (based on f I rst eight months) I ndi cates about 4 o ELECT 10 ns will be 
HELD (compared TO THE 11 -YEAR AVERAGE CF 74), WITH ABOUT 21 SUCCESSFUL, AND 
eleven more over ^ 0 % BUT BELOW ^ 0 $. Thi: problem is that SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE 
RUNNING SCARED AND NOT VOTING AT ALL, RATHER THAN THAT PEOPLE ARE NOT SUPPORTING 
ELECT I ONS. 



Plate C - Indicates proportion of bond issues which have been successful each month 

OF THE YEAR. 
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Plate D - Indicates proportion of bond issues which have been successful broken down 

BY TIME OF MONTH. 

Plate E - Indicates proportion of bond issues which have been successful broken down 

BY DAY OF THE WEEK. 

Plate F - Indicates number of issues which have been held on each day of the week. 
Plate G - Indicates the effect of size of issue as it relates to success. Issues 

FALLING IN SHADED AREA ARE THOSE WHICH OBTAINED A MAJORITY, BUT FAILED TO PASS 
BECAUSE THEY DID NOT OBTAIN . 
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